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The 515th Air Mobility Operations Wing is assigned to the United States Air Force Expeditionary Center, Air Mobility Command, with headquarters at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii.  

Mission

The 515th Air Mobility Operations Wing Execute Rapid Global Mobility in the Pacific, safely, by the book, then on time.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Organization

The 515th Air Mobility Operations Wing conist of more than 2,000 personnel dividied into two geographically sepearated groups, six squadrons and three detachments. The 515th AMOW is the primary advisor to Pacific Command, Pacific Air Forces, United States Forces Korea, United States Forces Japan, and Alaskan Command for theatre air mobility operations and capabilities.

The 515th Air Mobility Operations Wing command and control teams execute command and control, aerial port and maintenance operations for the Pacific Air Mobility en route structure in support of the warfighter.

Achievements and Honors

The honors of the 15th Ferrying Group were bestowed upon the 515th Air Mobility Operations Wing to include the service streamer for World War II: American Theater. In addition to this honor, the wing earned the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award for the periods of October 1, 2008 to September 30, 2009; October 1, 2009 to September 30, 2010; October 1, 2010 to September 30, 2011; and October 1, 2011 to September 30, 2013. The emblem for the 515th Air Mobility Operations Wing was approved on July 11, 2008.

Points of Contact

515th Public Affairs/Protcol 
515th Air Mobility Operations Wing (AMC)					 
290 Vickers Ave Bldg 1050							 
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, HI 96853-5272

Phone: (808) 789-9900 DSN:	(315) 447-9900

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/515AMOW 












History
Our en route system dates back to 1942 and was initially developed to meet the specific demands of World War II The mission of air mobility support has been the backbone of the en route system throughout its history. En route units totaled approximately 141 locations throughout the Pacific, yet maintained no formal chain of command. Because of these factors, the global airflow and strategy suffered. As a result, in 1942 General "Hap" Arnold issued an order to consolidate efforts among logistical supply and air transport operations. This order soon activated the Air Transport Command, which has evolved into our present day Air Mobility Command.

By the end of WWII, a firm global en route system was established to try and maintain its integrity through the Korean War. However, the Korean War placed heavy demands on the en route system. It forced aerial ports of embarkation on the West Coast to divert essential aerial port equipment from other stations to support the needs of the war. There was a lack of sufficient aircraft and inadequate fuel accommodations for aircrews and air evacuees. The Canadian government loaned six of their airplanes, enabling the en route system to resurrect the same routes established for WWII to assist with the Korean effort.

The initial airlift operations supporting the Vietnam conflict once again highlighted the need for an independent single manager for airlift activities. In 1966, Military Airlift Command (MAC) was activated and became that single manager, providing centralized control with decentralized execution and the first en route crew staged at Hickam. This crew posturing allowed for reduced ground times and the ability to route flights away from congested bases with improved communications between headquarters at 22nd Air Force at Travis AFB, California and Hickam AFB, Hawaii. 

To enhance the execution of the mobility mission, MAC activated the 834th Airlift Division in 1978.  The 834 ALD was an intermediate command to seven Pacific locations and reported to the Commander of the 22th Air Force. Its mission was to manage military airlift and ensure the performance of airlift operations in the Pacific Theater. 

The military drawdown at the end of the Cold War brought about major reorganization of the Air Force as well as the en route system. The Gulf War in 1991 confirmed the shift in security threats from global warfare to regional conflicts solidifying the need for an adaptable en route system supporting a “forward presence.”

In 1992, Air Force initiatives to reduce personnel and restructure units led to the formation of Air Mobility Command. That same year, the 834 ALD was deactivated.  The en route system was then restructured forming three autonomous Airlift Support Groups: the 316 ALSG at Yokota, the 603 ALSG at Kadena, and the 619 ALSG at Hickam.

This en route architecture was immediately faced with fiscal constraints, overseas troop level ceilings, and a focus on regional threats. These challenges to air mobility dictated a further restructuring of the en route system and sent significant numbers of Airmen back to the Continental United States. The Global Reach lay down strategy was initiated to enhance AMC’s presence and infrastructure throughout the Pacific. This strategy included the activation of the 15th Air Force at Travis AFB, the 615th Air Mobility Support Group at Hickam AFB on July 1, 1994 and its six Air Mobility Support Squadron. 

On March 2001, the 615th AMSG was re-designated as the 715th Air Mobility Operations Group. Seven years later, in June 2008, AMC activated the 515th Air Mobility Operations Wing at Hickam AFB. At the same time, the 515th Air Mobility Operations Group was activated at Yokota to oversee the wing’s Western Pacific squadrons. The 715 AMOG remained at Hickam to oversee the Eastern Pacific, and moved from Hickam to Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska in June 2010.

The Wing activation demonstrated that AMC’s en route structure is flexible and shaped by the needs of our nation’s security, establishing the appropriate level of authority, enhancing response time and agility to meet the changing theatre requirements and support to our customer, the combatant commanders.

Since the wing’s activation, it has provided support to numerous US and multinational exercises, provided personnel and support to overseas contingency operations, processed the transport of millions of tons of cargo and thousands of passengers, and provided crucial support to multiple humanitarian and disaster relief operations throughout the Pacific region.  


